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The Black College Freshman:
Characteristics and Recent Trends*

Alan E. Bayer

In recent years, the entry rate of black students into college has

been accelerating faster than has student admissions in general. Black

students in college now number almost one-half million, their enrollment

having doubled over a recent six-year (1964-1970) period (Janssen, 1972).

Much of this long overdue increase has been at institutions other than

the approximately 100 traditionally Negro colleges and universities,
1

where only about two in five black college entrants now enroll (ACE, 1971).

Nevertheless, the proportion of American college students who are black

remains far below 12 percent, the proportion of blacks in the college-age

population of this nation (Astin, Blandford, Mahn, 1972).

Concomitant with the rising enrollments and changing distributions

of black (and other minority) students in higher education, the number of

articles, monographs, and books on the subject has been increasing. Major

works are now available that span the entire postsecondary period, from

the recent report based on the massive data base of precollege black

youth by the National Scholarship Service and Fund for Negro Students

(1972) through numerous studies on minorities in graduate and profession-

al schools.
2

Research has also been reported recently by all of the

major national testing organizations: National Merit Scholarship Corpor-

ation (Blumenfeld, 1969; Borgen, 1970, 1971; Watley, 1971a, 1971b),

*
This research was supported by Grant OEC-0-72-5020 from the Federal

Interagency Committee on Education. Jeannie T. Royer and Richard M. Webb
provided major assistance on this project.

1
For clarity in reporting, the term "Negro" is used in reference to

the racial composition of institutions; the term "black" is used in re-
ference to the race of students.

2
See the literature review on minorities at the post-baccalaureate

level by Harvey (1972).
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the American College Testing Program (Hall, Freedle, and Cross, 1972),

and the Educational Testing Service/College Entrance Examination Board

(Centre, 1970). The Carnegie Commission on Higher Education has pro-

duced numerous works focusing on minorities in higher education. (See

especially, Carnegie Commission, 1970, 1971; Medsker and Tillery, 1971;

Bowles and DeCosta, 1971.) Finally, Uunila (1972) recently compiled a

bibliography of almost 100 books and monographs on black higher educa-

tion published in the last several years. In sum, the extensive litera-

ture on the postsecondary education of blacks and other minorities defies

any attempt to give a brief overview.

Despite the vast amount of material available, however, no national

normative report on black college students has been published in the last

three years, since Bayer and Boruch (1969) described the characteristics

'of 1968 freshmen using data from the American Council on Education's an-

nual survey. In that report, based on a cohort of more than 12,000

black and 230,000 nonblack students entering college that fall, "baseline"

national normative data were presented so that comparisons could be made

among black students attending different types of institutions and be-

tween black students and nonblack students. The authors pointed out that:

these data may also be used at some future time to assess

changes produced by the new programs which directly affect

the education of black students. For example, such questions

as the following may be answerable: How has black student

recruitment throughout the educational establishment affected

the composition of the student body in predominantly Negro

institutions? How much has the educational level of black

young adults changed over time? What changes have taken
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place in the composition of the black student body over time?

How have the educational and career aspirations of black

students changed? The data presented here will help provide

future answers to these and other related questions. (Bayer

and Boruch, 1969: 2)

This report is intended to provide a partial and tentative answer

to these questions. As far as possible, the tabulations in the 1968

study were replicated for a parallel 1971 sample of freshmen. Since

the time span between these two studies was only three years, any trends

and changes noted here are, of course, only suggestive. Consequently,

ACE plans to undertake a third report, comparable to the 1968 and 1971

analyses, based on its projected survey of 1974 entering freshmen.

National Norms Processing Design

The normative data for this report were compiled from the sixth

full-scale annual survey of entering college freshmen, a part of the

Cooperative Institutional Research Program (CIRP) of the American Council

on Education. They represent student responses to the Student Information

Form (SIF), a questionnaire administered to approximately 289,000 fresh-

men entering 487 colleges and universities during the 1971 fall regis-

tration or orientation period. (For a copy of the 1971 SIF, see Appendix

A.) The resulting statistical information is differentially weighted to

be representative of the population of entering freshmen and of the

defined population of higher educational institutions.

Sampling Design and Weighting Procedures

The primary sampling unit in the CIRP is the institution. The popu-

lation consists 'of all "eligible" institutions of higher education

listed by the Office of Education in its annual Education Directory. An
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institution was considered "eligible" if it was functioning at the time

of the survey (fall, 1971) and if it had the equivalent of a first-time

entering freshman class of at least 30 students. Excluded were institu-

tions that require undergraduate credits for admission to their "first"

class (e.g., certain professional schools) and some very small institu-

tions (which, as their enrollment grows, may become part of the defined

population in subsequent years). Included were all other accredited and

nonaccredited institutions of higher education listed by the U.S. Office

of Education: universities, four-year colleges, and two-year colleges

(U.S. Office of Education, 1970). The population at the time of the 1971

survey consisted of 2,543 institutions of higher education, including

17 predominantly Negro two-year institutions and 85 predominantly Negro

four-year colleges or universities.

As a first step, the eligible population of institutions were sorted

into 36 mutually exclusive stratification cells on the basis of several

institutional characteristics: i.e., type, control, racial composition,

selectivity, and enrollment size. Of the 487 institutions participating

in the CIRP survey, 161 had, in administering the questionnaire, used

procedures that might tend to result in a biased sample of respondents

and hence were omitted from tabulations of normative data. The remaining

326 institutions were similarly sorted into the 36 cells.
3

Several changes in the stratification structure have been made since

the earlier report based on the 1968 freshman survey. The primary changes

have been the addition to the 1971 population of several predominantly

3,.
411.stribution of these sample institutions, and the estimated

population distributions, by the percentage of entering freshmen who in-
dicated they were black, are shown in Appendix B. The comparable dis-
tributions from the 1968 survey are also shown; they indicate an overall
increase in the enrollments of blacks over the 1968-1971 period.



Negro colleges which were not so defined by the U.S. Office of Education

for the 1968 report, and the addition of a stratification cell for pre-

dominantly Negro two-year colleges. Because there was no comparable cell

in 1968, and no two-year Negro colleges were surveyed in that year, this

cell, along with the two 1971 sample institutions which were members of

this cell, has been excluded from the tabulations reported here. Con-

sequently, the working sample for the national norms comprises 324 insti-

tutions: 62 predominantly white two-year colleges; 230 four-year col-

leges, 212 of them predominantly white and 18 of them predominantly Negro;

and 32 predominantly white universities.

In 1968, 19 predominantly Negro four-year institutions were included

in the national normative tabulations (Bayer and Boruch, 1969). Of the

18 predominantly Negro four-year colleges in the 1971 survey, 12 had

participated in the earlier survey. Table 1 lists those predominantly

black institutions which were in the normative samples for either or both

years. The two institutional samples have similar but not identical

characteristics. In terms of selectivity, the 1968 sample of 19 insti-

tutions had a mean score of 727 on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT,

Verbal plus Mathematical) for entering students; the mean for the 18 in-

stitutions in the 1971 sample was 741 (derived from Astin, 1971). An-

other difference is with respect to control, with substantially more of

the 1971 institutions (50 percent, or 9 of 18) being public rather than

private; the comparable figure for the 1968 institutions was 37 percent

(7 of 19).4 There were slightly more large institutions in the 1971

4
This and following information on differences between the two

samples of predominantly Negro institutions was derived from Creager and
Sell (1969).

9
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sample; 61 percent (11 of 18), as against 58 percent (11 of 19) of the

1968 institutions, had total enrollments of 1,000 or more. The 1971 in-

stitutions also constituted a more affluent group; 61 percent (11 of 18),

as against 53 percent (10 of 19) of the 1968 institutions, received

total revenues of more than $2,000 per student. With respect to faculty

quality, the institutions in the 1968 group tended slightly to have more

highly trained faculty, the mean being 27 percent of the faculty who held

Ph.D.'s; the comparable mean for the 1971 institutions was 25 percent.

Of the total sample of 324 institutions used for the 1971 normative

tabulations, 190 (59 percent) were also used for the 1968 normative tabu-

lations. Thus, 134 institutions in the 1971 sample, and 168 institutions

in the 1968 sample, did not overlap. The stratification design and the

weighting procedures described below, however, largely compensate for any

major discrepancies that might result from these institutional differ-

ences in the two samples and assure their comparability.

Because of disproportionate sampling from the stratification cells,

tile data obtained from students enrolling at institutions in the various

cells are differentially weighted. In addition, the data are adjusted

to correct for nonparticipation of students within colleges. Table 2

lists the 35 stratification cells for the 1971 norms (excluding pre-

dominantly Negro two-year colleges, as previously explained), and shows,

for each cell, the total number of institutions in the population,

the numbers participating in the 1971 CIRP survey, and the number of

these used in computing the norms. The last two columns give the cell

weights, which are the ratios between the number of first-time, full-time

students entering all institutions in the eligible population within a

given cell, and the total number of first-time, full-time students
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Table 2

1971 ACE Sample and Weights Used in .Amputing National Norms

Stratification Cell
for Sampling

Number of Institutions
MN

Cell Weightsa Applied
to Data Collected from:Popula-

tion

Participants

Total
Used in
Norms Women

Public University

Selectivity:
1. Less than 550 72 20 7 8.9 9.9
2. 550-599 31 10 5 7.0 6.7
3. 600 or more 16 7 5 3.1 3.4

Private University

Selectivity:
4. Less than 550 18 8 6 2.5 2.4
5. 550-599 14 5 2 6.9 6.9
6. 600 or more 35 18 7 7.2 9.7

4-Year Public College

Selectivity:
7. Less than 450 97 10 5 19.2 19.6
8. 450-499 66 13 9 8.8 6.3
9. 500 or more 73 16 11 6.2 15.6
10. Unknown 87 12 6 15.2 16.0

4-Year Private Nonsectarian

Selectivity:
11. Less than 500 75 22 13 5.1 4.5
12. 500-574 38 11 8 3.3 3.1
13. 575-649 50 24 20 2.6 2.4
14. 650 or more 45 26 20 2.2 2.7
15. Unknown 156 17 9 11.2 16.2

4-Year Catholic

Selectivity:
16. Less than 500 62 17 16 3.9 4.2
17. 500-574 72 20 14 3.5 4.8
18. 575 or more 39 16 12 1.5 2.4
19. Unknown 45 5 4 19.1 9.9

4-Year Other Sectarian

Selectivity:
20. Less than 450 56 15 10 4.6 4.6
21. 450-499 54 13 10 6.2 6.5
22. 500-574 73 26 22 3.5 3.8
23. 575 or more 54 23 18 2.5 2.9
24. Unknown 95 6 5 19.9 16.8

2-Year Public

Enrollment:
25,26,27. Less than 500 408 28 19 17.0 19.7
28,29. 500 or more 378 36 18 25.2 24.4

2 -Year Private

Enrollment:
30,31. Less than 250 163 21 16 10.3 7.4
32. 250-499 50 9 6 11.8 6.7
33. 500 or more 19 3 3 4.6 14.5

Predominantly Negrob
34. Public 4-year 36 16 9 4.6 4.9
35. Private 4-year 49 12 9 6.5 4.7

a
Ratio between the number of 1970 first-time, full-time students enrolled in all

colleges and the number of first-time, full-time students at colleges in the ACE sample.
b
For purposes of comparability with 1968, 17 predominantly Negro two-year

colleges in the population (cell 36), and 2 two-year predominantly Negro insti-
tutions in the ACE sample, are excluded from national norms tabulations.

:19
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entering those colleges used for the national norms within that cell.

These cell weights are further adjusted according to the proportion of

the institution's first-time, full-time entering freshmen who completed

the SIF and who reported their sex. Except for a few institutions that

themselves selected representative samples of their entering classes to

take the SIF, this second weight was typically near 1.0. The final weight

applied to each student's data is the product of this within-institution

participation weight and the appropriate cell weight shown in Table 2.
5

Student Data

As was mentioned, the data reported in the norms are derived from

the Student Information Form (SIF), which is filled out by individual

students. The SIF is designed to be self-administered, under proctored

conditions, and can be processed by means of an optical mark reader. For

the purpose of presenting the data concisely, some of the more detailed

lists of items in the Student Information Form have been recoded into

broader collapsed categories (shown in Appendix C).

Analyses

Based on the institutional distributions shown in Table 2, the 324

sample institutions participating in the 1971 survey were divided into

four major groups -- predominantly white two-year colleges, predominantly

white four-year colleges, predominantly Negro four-year colleges, and

predominantly white universities -- and normative data are reported

separately for each of these four groups. The tables also show totals

for all institutions combined. This presentation parallels that used in

the 1968 report (Bayer and Boruch, 1969).

5
For further details on the stratification design, sampling, and

weighting, see Creager (1968) and ACE (1971).
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The normative data reported here are derived from the responses of

12,927 black freshmen and 158,111 nonblack freshmen, representing an

estimated 97,684 blacks and 1,532,998 nonblacks in the national popula-

tion of entering freshmen. Table 3 shows the number of institutions and

of students on which each category of the norms is based, and an esti-

mate (based on the weighting procedures) of the total population in each

category.

Within the four major categories of institutions, as defined above,

the normative data are reported by sex and by race, as determined from

responses on the SIF. In 1971, a "multiple-response" item requested the

respondent to indicate his racial background; in 1968, a "forced-choice"

format, with different response categories, was used (see Appendix D).

As a result, the definition of race in this report differs slightly from

that used in the earlier 1968 report. All 1971 freshmen who checked the

alternative "Black/Negro/Afro-American" -- whether singly or in combina-

tion with other racial/ethnic alternative categories -- were designated

"black" in the current norms. All others were designated "nonblack."

Although we had considered subdividing further the "nonblack" category,

preliminary analyses indicated that the number of students in several of

the subdivisions was too small to provide stable normative estimates.

Moreover, the 1971 item on race was deemed unreliable for weighted tabu-

lations on certain of the other racial/ethnic categories (see Appendix

D). However, Appendix E shows the unweighted distributions of students

within selected racial/ethnic categories.

National Norms Summary

The norms presented on pages 23 through 46 present two kinds of

comparisons: the first, among black students, by sex, enrolled in
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different types of institutions; the second, between black students and non-

black students, by sex, enrolled in similar institutions. Further, by com-

paring the data here with those presented in the earlier report (Bayer and

Boruch, 1969) one can get some notions on the changes that have occurred

between 1968 and 1971 and on recent trends with respect to blacks.

The large number of possible comparisons precludes any comprehensive

descriptive summary. Consequently, only the highlights are given, drawn

primarily from the responses of black and nonblack students entering all

U.S. institutions in 1971, and summary comparisons with the 1968 data are

mentioned whenever possible:

The majority of black students (53 percent), but fewer than

half (45 percent) of nonblack students, were women. Similar

sex differentials in college enrollments by race were found

in 1968.

As in 1968, proportionately twice as many blacks (13 percent)

as nonblacks (6 percent) were at least 20 years old when they

entered college in 1971, a difference only partially attributable

to the greater proportion of blacks who were veterans, since

similar age differentials between the racial groups were found

for women too. Consistent with this age differential, both

black men and black women were more likely than were nonblacks

to have graduated from high school before 1971 and to be married

at the time they entered college.

Since 1968, the socioeconomic status (as measured by parents'

education, occupations, and income) of both blacks and nonblacks

had improved slightly, although the race differential reported

in 1968 still held. In 1971, one-half (51 percent) of the black
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students' fathers, and fewer than one-fourth (23 percent) of

the nonblack students' fathers, had not graduated from high

school. Two-fifths (40 percent) of the black students'

mothers, and fewer than one-fifth (17 percent) of nonblack

students' mothers, had not completed high school. One-third

(32 percent) of the black freshmen and one-tenth (10 percent)

of the nonblack had fathers employed in semi-skilled or un-

skilled occupations. While three-fifths (60 percJnt) of black

freshmen came from families with annual incomes lower than

$8,000, only one-fifth (19 percent) of nonblack freshmen came

from families of this economic level.

Between 1968 and 1971, the average high school grade averages

of both black and nonblack college freshmen rose somewhat. In

1971, 45 percent of blacks reported average high school grades

of B or better, compared with 42 percent in 1968; for nonblacks,

the analogous figures were 58 percent of the 1971 freshmen and

53 percent of the 1968 freshmen. Blacks entering predominantly

Negro institutions were an exception to this trend, however --

evidence that predominantly white schools are attracting more of

the better black students, probably as a result of their

stepped-up recruitment efforts directed toward minority students.

In a relative sense, then, the predominantly Negro colleges

have been falling further behind many white colleges in the com-

petition for academic talent.

Despite their relatively good high school grades, substantial

proportions of both black and nonblack students felt that they

needed special tutoring or remedial work in a broad array of
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subjects. Deficiencies in mathematics were particularly pro-

nounced: more than half (54 percent) of the blacks and more

than one-third (35 percent) of the nonblacks indicated that

they required special help in this area.

As in 1968, entering black freshmen were proportionately more

likely than nonblack freshmen to report the following high

school achievements: being elected president of a student

organization, taking a major part in a play, participating in

an NSF summer program, and placing in a state or regional

science contest. However, whereas in 1968 blacks were less

likely than nonblacks to win recognition in the National Merit

Program, in 1971 they were more likely to have received recog-

nition; this change may in part reflect changes in the National

Merit Program itself. On the other hand, nonblacks were more

likely than were blacks to be members of a high school scholas-

tic honor society in both 1968 and 1971.

Typically, blacks and nonblacks were similar in the types of

day-to-day activities they engaged in. During the year pre-

ceding college, black students, however, were more likely to

read about civil rights, to read unassigned poetry, to demon-

strate for a change in some racial policy or in some high school

administrative policy, and to be late for class; nonblacks were

more likely to play chess, to drink beer, and to argue with

teachers.

Blacks were also similar to nonblacks in their self-ratings on

many personal traits but more likely to rate themselves above

average on drive to achieve, self-confidence, and popularity.
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Nonblacks, on the other hand, rated themselves higher on

academic and mathematical ability and on stubbornness.

Since 1968, the degree aspirations of both blacks and non-

blacks have shifted; in 1971, greater proportions said that

they aspired either to less than the baccalaureate or to a

professional degree. However, proportionately more black

freshmen than nonblack freshmen hoped to get a postbacca-

laureate degree; and such racial differences in degree aspir-

ations hold for both men and women in both 1968 and 1971.

In 1971, half (49 percent) of the blacks and one-third (33

percent) of the nonblacks planned to work for a master's or

a doctoral degree; comparable figures for 1968 were 55 percent

and 42 percent, respectively.

Black students were more likely than were nonblacks to attend

institutions which were either very close to home or a great

distance away. Almost one-third (31 percent) of the blacks,

but fewer than one-fourth (23 percent) of the nonblacks attended

colleges within ten miles of their homes. Almost 12 percent of

the blacks, but fewer than 8 percent of the nonblacks, went to

a college that was more than 500 miles from their homes. This

pattern would seem to reflect, in part, the disadvantaged

economic status of many blacks, which makes it necessary for

them to attend nonresidential colleges, and, in part, the

major efforts of institutions in all regions of the country to

recruit minority students.

Typically, blacks gave more numerous and more diverse responses

than did nonblacks to questions about their reasons for going
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to college and for selecting a particular college. For both

groups, the most prevalent reason given for the decision to

go to college was "to get a better job" (85 percent of the

blacks, 73 percent of the nonblacks). "Good reputation" was

most frequently cited,, as the reason why a particular college

was selected (40 percent of blacks, 36 percent of nonblacks).

As in 1968, far more nonblacks depended on their families to

provide financial support for their college education. Blacks,

in contrast, were twice as likely (40 percent) as were non-

blacks (18 percent) to depend on scholarships and grants as a

major source of financial support. Given these differentials

in financial resources, in combination with differentials in

family economic status, it is not surprising that blacks ex-

pressed substantially more anxiety about their ability to finance

their college education. In 1968, one-fifth (21 percent) of the

blacks and one-twelfth (8 percent) of the nonblacks said they

had major concern about finances. In 1971, the comparable

figures were 25 percent and 10 percent, respectively.

Since 1968, students in general have been drifting away from

major field choices of education, the physical sciences, and

engineering, and toward majors in the social sciences, health

fields, and the professions in general. In the 1968-71 period,

there were, however, no great changes in the relative preferences

of blacks and nonblacks: Black freshmen remained more likely to

say they would major in business, the social sciences, educa-

tion, or health fields; nonblack freshmen remained more likely

to plan majors in the physical sciences or engineering, the

-70e.)



-17-

biological sciences, and agriculture. Differences in career

choices followed the same patterns.

Not surprisingly, black students were more in favor of equality

and of increasing opportunities for minorities: 71 percent of

the blacks, as against 50 percent of the nonblacks, believed

that the Federal government was not promoting school desegre-

gation quickly enough; 64 percent of the blacks, as against

39 percent of the nonblacks, agreed that the disadvantaged

should be given preferential treatment in college admissions;

and 52 percent of the blacks, as against 36 percent of the

nonblacks, felt that open admissions should be adopted by all

publicly-supported colleges. Similar differences in the atti-

tudes of the two groups toward racial issues were found in 1968.

On most other issues, except perhaps crime, blacks took

either a similar or a less liberal position than nonblacks, even

though they were more likely to characterize themselves as

either "far left" (6 percent, as against 2 percent) or "liberal"

(40 percent, as against 35 percent). Nonblacks were more likely

to favor population control, the legalization of marijuana, and

the abolition of college grades. Blacks were more likely to

agree that college officials have the right to regulate student

behavior off campus and to regulate student publications.

Black freshmen were more likely than nonblack freshmen to place

a high priority on a number of life goals, except for the goals

of developing strong family and social lives, of creating works

of art, and of curbing environmental pollution. As in 1968,

;Z1
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black students were especially likely to assign importance to

the goals of becoming an authority in their field, of achieving

recognition from colleagues for their contributions, of being

well-off financially, of succeeding in business, of participa-

ting in community action programs, and of becoming a community

leader.

With respect to expectations about their futures, somewhat

larger proportions of students in 1971 than in 1968 planned to

marry during or immediately after college. As in 1968, nonblacks

indicated a slightly greater inclination to marry in spite of

their somewhat younger average age. They were also more likely

to anticipate voting in the presidential election, changing

their career plans, and making at least a B average in college.

Blacks were more likely to feel that they will be more success-

ful than most, will graduate with honors, will receive tutoring,

will seek counseling, will need extra time to complete a degree,

and will be elected to a student office. The proportion of both

black and nonblack students who stated that their chances of

dropping out were very good had almost doubled since 1968; more-

over, both groups were similar in their estimates. In 1971,

slightly more than 2 percent thought it very likely that they

would drop out either temporarily or permanently.

In conclusion, this overview of the highlights indicates few changes

and suggests few discernible trends among American college freshmen over

the past three years. In many instances, black and nonblack students were

remarkably similar. In cases where there were marked differences between

the two groups, or between students attending different types of institu-

tions, the differences remain relatively constant, at least over the short
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time span considered. As noted previously, however, these normative data

(presented in the following pages) lend themselves to many other descrip-

tive comparisons, some of which might prove more fruitful in revealing

trends and contrasts.



1971 National Norms

Weighted Tabulations by Type of
Institution, Race, and Sex
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Appendix A

1971 Student Information Form



YOUR NAME

r .
1971 TUD,ENT INFORMATION FORM

191525(please print) First Middle or Maiden Lest

HOME STREET ADDRESS - When were
you bom?

1 :

1

1

1

I
1

1

1

1
(print)

CITY STATE Month Day Year
(01.12) (01-31)(print) (print) Zip Code (if known)

Dear Student:

The information in this report is being collected as part of a continuing study of higher education by
the American Council on Education. The Council, which is a nongovernmental association of colleges
and educational organizations, encourages and solicits your cooperation in this research in order to
achieve a better understanding of how students are affected by their college experiences. Detailed in
formation on the goals and design of this research program are furnished in research reports available
from the Council. Identifying information has been requested in order to make subsequent mail follow.
up studies possible. Your response will be held in the strictest professional confidence.

Sincerely yours, 0.61.... Lc); I rpre.44......L.....1
Log n Wilson, President

GRP.

cxpeee0000
000000 000
0 ®0 0 0 0 0 0 0
00000 ® ® (DC)
@GOO® 0 00 ®
®©® 00 0 ©©©
®©®®®®000000000000
00000000®
00000000®

00
00
00
®®®®00
00
00
0 0
00

DIRECTIONS: Your responses will be read by an
optical mark reader. Your careful observance of
these few simple rules will be most appreciated ;

Use only black lead pencil (No. TA or less).
Make heavy black marks that fill the circle.
Erase cleanly any answer you wish to change.
Make no stray markings of any kind.

Yes No

EXAMPLE: Will marks made with ball pen or
fountain pen be properly read? 0

1. Your Sex: 2. Are you presently married?
Male . .0 Yes ..0
Female ...0 No ...0

3. How old will you be
on December 31 of
this year? (Mark one)

16 or younger ..0
17 0
1B 0
19 0
20 0
21 0
22.25 0
26 or older 0

4. What was your average
grade in secondary
school? (Mark one)
A or A+ .
A- 0
B +

B 0
B - 0
C+

5. Where did you rank academically in your high
school graduating class? (Mark one)
Top Quarter 0 3rd Quarter 0
2nd Quarter 0 4th Quarter 0

6. Did you graduate from sicondary school in the
class of 1971?
Yes 0 No 0

7. Are you a veteran? (Mark one)
No 0
Yes, I served in Southeast Asia 0
Yes, but I did not serve in Southeast Asia 0

8. Mark one: This is the first time I have enrolled in college as a freshman 0
I have attended this college before 0
I came to this college from a junior college 0
I came to this college from a four -year college or university 0

9. The following questions deal with accomplishments that might possibly apply
to your high school years. Do not be discouraged by this list; it covers many
areas of interest and few students will be able to say "yes" to many items.
(Mark all that apply) Yes

Was elected president of one or more student organizations (recognized

by the school) 0
Received a high rating (Good, Excellent) in a state or regional music contest 0
Participated in a state or regional speech or debate contest 0
Had a major part in a play 0
Won a varsity letter (sports)

Won a prize or award in an art competition 0
Edited the school paper, yearbook, or literary magazine 0
Had poems, stories, essays, or articles published 0
Participated in a National Science Foundation summer program 0
Placed (first, second, or third) in a state or regional science contest 0
Was a member of a scholastic honor society 0
Won a Certificate of Merit or Letter of Commendation in the National Merit Program . . 0

10. What is the highest academic
degree that you intend to
obtain? (Mark one)
None 0
Associate (A.A. or equivalent) 0
Bachelor's degree (B.A.,B.S.,etc )0

Master's degree (M.A.,M.S.,etc.) 0
Ph.D. or Ed.D 0
M.D.,D.O.,D.D.S., or D.V.M. 0
LL.B. or J.D. (Law)

B.D. (Divinity) 0
Other 0

11. How many miles is this college
from your home? (Mark one)
5 or less 0 51.100
6.10... 0 101.500
11.50.. 0 More than 500 0

12. What is the highest level of formal educa-
tion obtained by your parents? (Mark one
in each column) Father Mother

Grammar school or less 0 0
Some high school 0 0
High school graduate 0 0
Some college 0 0
College degree 0 0
Postgraduate degree . 0 0

13. Do you have any concern about your
ability to finance your college education?

None (I am confident that I

will have sufficient funds) 0
Some concern (but I will

probably have enough funds) 0
Major concern (not sure I will

be able to complete college) 0

(Mark

one)



14. For each item indicate if it .4,' s
is a source for financing e yo e

oneyour education. (Mark I .59 :
in each row) 4)
Part-time or summer work 000
Savings from full-time employment 000
Parental or family aid or gifts 000
Federal benefits from parent's

military service 000
G.I. benefits from your military service 000
Scholarships and grants

NDEA loans, federally insured loans

or college loans

Other repayable loans

000
000
000

15. What is your best estimate of the total income
last year of your parental family (not your own
family if you are married)? Consider annual in-
come from all sources before taxes. (Mark one)
Less than $4,000 .. 0 $15,000.$19,999 ... 0
S4,000S5,999 . 0 $20,000$24,999 ... 0
$6,000S7,999 . . 0 S25,000-S29,999 ... 0
58,000S9,999 0 530,000434,999 ... 0
S10,000S12,499 0 $35,000439,999 ... 0
$12,500S14,999 ID $40,000 or more ...0

16. Are you: (Mark all that apply.)
White/Caucasian

Black/Negro/Afro-American

American Indian

Oriental

Mexican.American/Chicano

Puerto Rican-American

Other

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Religion in Your Present
17. Mark one in each Which You Religious

column: Were Reared Preference

Protestant 0 0
0 0

Jewish 0 0
Other 0 0
None 0 0

t
E$3

g Rio 20
My parents wanted me to go 000
To be able to contribute more to my

community

To be able to get a better job

To gain a general education and

appreciation of ideas

Roman Catholic

18. In deciding to go to college, how im-
portant to you was each of the
following reasons? (Mark one answer

for each reason)

000
000
000

To improve my reading and study skills.. 000
There was nothing better to do 000
To make me a more cultured person 008
To be able to make more money 008
To learn more about things that interest me 00©

To meet new and interesting people 000
To prepare myself for graduate or

professional school 000

19. Below is a general list of things that stu-
dents sometimes do. Indicate which of
these things you did during the Eaast yea.
in school. If you engaged in an activity
frequently, mark 0 . If you engaged in
an activity one or more times, but not
frequently, mark (occasionally).
Mark p (not at all) if you have in g

r 8 z8'o
®©©

Came late to class .®06
®06
®06

not performed the activity
during the past year. (Mark
one for each item)
Voted in a student election

Played a musical instrument

Studied in the library
Checked out a book or journal

from the school library 006
Arranged a dite for another student 000
Overslept and missed a class or

006appointment
Read about collegiate rights and

responsibilities of students

Typed a homework assignment
®06
®06

Discussed my future with my parents 000
Failed to complete a homework

assignment On time

Argued with a teacher in class

Attended a religious service

Demonstrated for a change in

some racial or ethnic policy

Demonstrated for a change in

some military policy

Demonstrated for a change in

some administrative policy of

my high school

Did extra (unassigned) reading

for a course

Took sleeping pills

Tutored another student

Played chess

Read poetry not connected with

a course

Took a tranquilizing pill
Discussed religion

Took vitamins

000

000

000
0006
®06
®06

Visited an art gallery or museum ....0 0 0
Worked in a school political campaign 000
Worked in a local, state, or national

political campaign

Missed school because of illness

Smoked cigarettes

Discussed politics

Drank beer

0000
0006
000006
®06

Discussed sports ®06
!lead about civil rights and liberties @CIO
Asked a teacher for advice after class 00 Cl

®06
Stayed up all night 000
Had vocational counseling

20. How would you Far left 0
characterize Liberal 0
your political Middleof-the-road 0
views? (Mark one) Conservative 0

Far right 0

21. Mark only three responses, one in
each column.

Your probable career occupation .

rYour father's occupation.
I Your mother's occupation.

000
NOTE: If your father (or mother) is deceased,

please indicate his (her) last occupation.

Accountant or actuary

Actor or entertainer

Architect

Artist
Business (clerical)

Business executive

(management, administrator) .00 0
Business owner or proprietor .. .0 0
Business salesman or buyer ...0 0 ©
Clergyman (minister, priest) .. 0 0 ©
Clergy (other religious) 000
Clinical psychologist 00
College teacher 00
Computer programmer 00 0

000000000000000

Conservationist or forester 00
Dentist (including orthodontist) 00
Dietitian or home economist 0 00

000000
Engineer

Farmer or rancher

Foreign service worker

(including diplomat)

Housewife

Interior decorator

(including designer) 000
Interpreter (translator) 000
Lab technician or hygienist ... 0 0

000000

Law enforcement officer 000
Lawyer (attorney) 000
Military service (career) 000
Musician (performer, composer) 0 0
Nurse 000
Optometrist 000
Pharmacist 000
Physician 000
School counselor 000
School principal or

superintendent 000
Scientific researcher 00 0
Social worker 00
Statistician 000
Therapist (physical,

occupational, speech) 00
Teacher (elementary) 00®
Teacher (secondary) 000
Veterinarian 000
Writer or journalist 000
Skilled trades 000
Other 0
Undecided 0
Laborer (unskilled) 00
Semi-skilled worker 00
Other occupation 00
Unemployed 00



122. Rate yourself on each of the following traits asm
really think you are when compared with the average
student of your own age. We want the most accurate
estimate of how you see yourself. (Mark cne for each

Above Below
Average Average

Perc
Highest 10 Lowest 10

Average Percent
I 1

O 0 0 0O 0 0 -0 000 0 a 000 0 0 0O 0 0 0...0O 0 0 0 00...0 0 0 00...0 0 0 0
0...0 0 O. 00...0 0 0 0O 0 0 0 00...0 0 0 00...0 0 0 0
0...0 .. ...0...00...0 0 0 0

item)

Trait

Academic ability

Athletic ability

Artistic ability

Cheerfulness

Defensiveness

Drive to achieve

Leadership ability

Mathematical ability

Mechanical ability

Originality

Political conservatism

Political liberalism

Popularity

Popularity with the opposite sex

Public speaking ability

Self.confidence (intellectual)

Selfconfidence (social) .

Sensitivity to criticism

Stubbornness

Understanding of others

Writing ability

23. Mark one
in each
row:

0...0 0 0 0
0...0 0...0...00O 0 0...0...00
0...0 0...0...000...0 0 0 0

IAgree Strongly
Agree somewhat
Disagree somewhat
Disagree strongly

The Federal government is not doing

enough to control environmental

pollution

The Federal government is not do-

ing enough to protect the consumer

from faulty goods and services

The Federal government is not

doing enough to promote

school desegregation 0 0 0 0
There is too much concern in the

courts for the rights of criminals

The death penalty should be abolished. 0 .. 0
The activities of married women are

best confined to the home and family 0 .. 0
The "generation gap" between me and

my parents is so great that we can

barely communicate 0 O. 0 0
Marijuana should be legalized 0 0 0 0
Parents should be discouraged from

having large families 0 0 0 0
Women should receive the same salary

and opportunities for advancement

as men in comparable positions 0 0 0 0
Everybody should be given an opportun

ity to go to college regardless of past

performance or aptitude test scores 0 .. 0...0... 0
Realistically, an individual person can

do little to bring about changes in

our society

4-% 1 g
t

e
N Q0

peg

Tr Q C)0 0 0 0
0 0 . 0 .. 0

0 . . 0. 0 ...0

51

24. Mark one
in each
row:

iAgree strongly
Agree somewhat
Disagree somewhat
Disagree strongly

College officials have the right to regulate student be-

havior off campus

The chief benefit of a college education is that it

increases one's earning power

Faculty promotions should be based in part on
student evaluations

College grades should be abolished

Colleges would be improved if organized sports

were deemphasized

Student publications should be cleared by college officials .

College officials have the right to ban persons with

extreme views from speaking on campus

Students from disadvantaged social backgrounds should

be given preferential treatment in college admissions

Most college officials have been too lax in dealing

with student protests on campus

Open admissions (admitting anyone who applies)
should be adopted by all publicly.supported colleges

Even if it employs open admissions, a college should

use the same performance standards in awarding

degrees to all students.

4,O F s
41'

4, P $ $
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0... 0...0... 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

25. What is your best guess as to the chances that
you will: (Mark one for each item)

.46

i°
e e

a, v
f? °

Cl
o

Get married while in college? 0 0 0 0
Get married within a year after college? 0 0 0 0
Vote in the 1972 presidential election? 0 0 0 0
Enlist in the armed services before graduating? 0 0 0 0
Change major field? 0 0 0 0
Change career choice? 0 0 0 0
Fail one or more courses? 0 0 0 0
Graduate with honors? 0 0 0 0
Be elected to a student office? 0 0 0 0
Join a social fraternity, sorority, or club? 0 0 0 0
Be elected to an academic honor society? 0 0 0 0
Make at least a "B" average? 0 0 0 0
Need extra time to complete your degree requirements? 0...0... 0
Have to work at an outside job? 0 0 0 0
Seek vocational counseling? 0 0 0 0
Seek individual counseling on personal problems? 0 0 0 0
Enroll in honors courses? 0 0 0 0
Get tutoring help in specific courses? 0 0 0 0
Author or coauthor a published article? 0 0 0 0
Be more successful after graduation than most students

attending this college? 0 0 0 0
Drop out of this college temporarily (exclude transferring)? 0 ...0... 0.. . 0
Drop out permanently (exclude transferring)? 0 0 0 0
Transfer to another college before graduating? ......
Be satisfied with your college? 0 0 0 0

26. Do you feel that you will need any special tutoring or remedial work in any
of the following subjects? (Mark all that apply)
English ...0 Mathematics ..0 Science 0
Reading . . .0 Social studies .0 Foreign language . 0

6:0;7'



27. Below is a list of 68 different undergraduate major fields
grouped into general categories. Mark only three of the 68
fields as follows:

0 First choice (your probable major field of study).
0 Second choice.
© The field of study which is least appealing to you

ARTS AND HUMANITIES
Architecture 000
English (literature) 00 ©

PROFESSIONAL
Health Technology

(medical, dental,
Fine arts 000 laboratory) 000
History 000 Nursing 000
Journalism (writing) . 000 Pharmacy 000
Language (modern) ..000 Predentistry 000
Language (other) .... 000 Prelaw 000
Music 0® Premedical 000
Philosophy 0® Preveterinary ......000
Speech and drama ...0 00 Therapy (occupat.,
Theology 0 physical, speech) 000
Other 000 Other 000

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE SOCIAL SCIENCE
Biology (general) .... 000 Anthropology 000
Biochemistry 000 Economics 000
Biophysics 000 Education 000
Botany 000 History 000
Zoology 000 Political Science
Other 000 (government,

int. relations) 000
BUSINESS Psychology 000
Accounting 000 Social work 000
Business admin. ... .0 00 Sociology 000
Electronic data

processing 000
Other 000

Secretarial studies ...0 0 © OTHER FIELDS
Other 0 0 0 Agriculture 000

Communications

ENGINEERING (radio, T.V., etc.) .000
Aeronautical 000 Computer Science 000
Civil 0 0 0 Environmental Science 000
Chemical 000 Electronics
Electrical 000 (technology) 000
Industrial 000 Forestry 000
Mechanical 000 Home economics . 000
Other 000 Industrial arts 000

Library science 000
PHYSICAL SCIENCE Military science 000
Chemistry .000 Physical education
Earth science 00 0 and recreation 000
Mathematics 000 Other (technical) ....000
Physics 000 Other
Statistics 000 ( nontechnical) . v00
Other 00 0 Undecided 000

Please be sure that only three circles

have been marked in the above list.

-1

52

28. Indicate the importance to you personally of each
of the following: (Mark one for each item)

S,4,
Z1

Becoming accomplished in one of the performing arts 41.!
q

(acting, dancing, etc.) ® 000
Becoming an authority in my field ©000
Obtaining recognition from my colleagues for con-

tributions in my special field 0000
Influencing the political structure 0000
Influencing social values ©000
Raising a family ©000
Having an active social life © 000
Having friends with different backgrounds and

interests from mine ©000
Becoming an expert in finance and commerce ® 000
Having administrative responsibility for the work of others . 0 0 00
Being very well-off financially ©000
Helping others who are in difficulty ©000
Participating in an organization like the Peace Corps or Vista © 000
Becoming a community leader 0000
Making a theoretical contribution to science 000
Writing original works (poems, novels, short stories,etc.) . . . 000
Never being obligated to people 0000
Creating artistic work (painting,sculpture, decorating,etc.) 0 00
Keeping up to date with political affairs ©000
Being successful in a business of my own ®000
Becoming involved in programs to clean up the environment 0 000
Developing a meaningful philosophy of life ®000
Participating in a community action program ©000
Getting married within the next five years ©000

29. Below are some of the reasons that might
have influenced your decision to attend
this particular college. How important was
each reason in deciding to come here?
(Mark one answer for each statement.)

My relatives wanted me to come here

This college has a very good reputation

Most of my friends are going to this college

Because of low tuition

Someone who had been here before advised me to go

Because of the special educational programs offered

I was not accepted anywhere else

My guidance counselor advised me to go

I wanted to live at home

GOO
000
GOO
0O8
GOO
0O8
GOO
GO®
0O8

DIRECTIONS:

The remaining circles are pro
vided for items specifically de-
signed by your college, rather
than by the American Council
on Education. If your college

has chosen to use the circles,
observe carefully the supple.
mental directions given you.

30.0©©00
31. ®00CD®
32. eooc)
33. ®0©©®
34. ®0©©®
35. c-D©e®
36. ®00©®
37. ®0©©®
38. ®00©®
39, ®04©®

00 NOT MARK

0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
CXX:XD
0000

O
0

0
0

0
0
0
0

00000
Prepared by Office of Research, American Council on Education, Ona Dupont Circle KW., Washington, D.C. 20036. Prom/sad by Inbar) Corporation, 4555 W. 77th St., Minneapolis, Minn. 55435
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Appendix B

In addition to student weights, based on first-time, full-time enroll-

ments in the CIRP sample and the institutional population, an institutional

weight is calculated annually. To be used in studies where the institution

(rather than the student) is the unit of analysis, this weight is based on

the ratio between the number of institutions in the population within a

given cell and the number of participating sample institutions within the

same cell whose data were used in computing the national norms.

Application of these institutional weights in the 1968 survey (Bayer

and Boruch, 1969: 12-15), and comparable tabulations based on the 1971

survey (see Table Bl), indicate an overall increase in the enrollments of

blacks throughout the nation's population of higher education institutions

over the period. In 1968, for example, fully one-half of all colleges and

universities in the United States each enrolled less than 2 percent black

students among their freshmen; 72 percent enrolled fewer than 4 percent

each. In 1971, less than one-half (45 percent) had no more than 2 percent

blacks enrolled as freshmen; less than two-thirds (65 percent) had blacks

comprising 4 percent or less of its entrants.



Table Bl

Proportion of Black Students Among
All Freshmen in American Institutions: 1968 and 1971

Percent of
Entering
Freshmen

Who Are Black

Number of
Institutions
in Norms
Sample

Estimated
Number of
Institutions
In Popula-

tion
(Weighted

Count)

Cumulative

Percentage
(Weighted)

1968 1971 1968 1971 1968 1971

Less than 0.1% 31 20 249 188 10.8 7.4

0.1% to 2.0% 145 108 911 965 50.4 45.3

2.1% to 4.0% 87 74 495 502 71.9 65.1

4.1% to 6.0% 39 36 220 259 81.4 75.3

6.1% to 8.0% 13 32 111 202 87.3 83.2

8.1% to 15.0% 11 30 85 250 89.9 93.0

15.1% to 50.0% 13 6 139 75 96.0 95.9

50.1% to 95.0% 6 3 30 14 97.3 96.5

95.1% to 98.0% 7 3 35 15 98.8 97.1

98.1% or more 6 14 28 73 100.0 100.0

TOTAL 358 326 2,303 2,543
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Probable Major Field of Study

Collapsed Category Item Response Alternatives

Agriculture

Biological Sciences

Business

Education

Engineering

English
Health Professions

History and Political Science

Humanities (Other)

Fine Arts

Mathematics and Statistics

Physical Sciences

Preprofessional

Social Sciences

Other Fields (Technical)

Other Fields (Nontechnical)

Undecided

Agriculture; Forestry

Biology (general); Biochemistry;
Biophysics; Botany; Zoology; Other
Biological Sciences

Accounting; Business Administration;
Data Processing; Secretarial Studies;
Other Business

Education; Physical Education and
Recreation

Aeronautical; Civil; Chemical;
Electrical; Industrial; Mechanical;
Other Engineering

English (literature)

Health Technology; Nursing; Pharmacy;
Therapy

History (Arts and Humanities); His-
tory (Social Science); Political
Science

Language (modern); Language (other);
Philosophy; Theology; Other Arts
and Humanities

Architecture; Fine Arts; Journalism;
Music; Speech and Drama

Mathematics; Statistics

Chemistry; Earth Science; Physics;
Other Physical Science

Predentistry; Prelaw; Premedical;
Preveterinary

Anthropology; Economics; Psychology;
Social Work; Sociology; Other Social
Science

Other Professional; Communications;
Computer Science; Environmental
Science; Electronics; Industrial Arts;
Other Technical

Home Economics; Library Science;
Military Science; Other Nontechnical

Undecided



-60-

Probable Occupation

Collapsed Category Item Response Alternatives

Artist (including Performer)

Businessman

Actoi'br Entertainer; Artist; In-
terior Decorator; Musician; Writer
or Journalist

Accountant or Actuary; Business Ex-
ecutive; Business Owner or Proprie-
tor; Business Salesman or Buyer

Clergyman Clergyman; Clergy (other religious)

College Teacher College Teacher

Doctor (M.D. or D.D.S.) Dentist (including orthodontist);
Physician

Educator (secondary) School Counselor; School Principal
or Superintendent; Teacher (secon-
dary)

Elementary Teacher Teacher (elementary)

Engineer Engineer

Farmer or Forester Conservationist or Forester; Farmer
or Rancher

Health Professional Dietician or Home Economist; Lab
Technician or Hygienist; Optometrist;
Pharmacist; Therapist; Veterinarian

Lawyer Lawyer (attorney)

Nurse Nurse

Research Scientist Scientific Researcher

Other Choice Architect; Business (clerical);
Clinical Psychologist; Computer
Programmer; Foreign Service Worker;
Housewife; Interpreter; Law Enforce-
ment Officer; Military Service;
Social Worker; Statistician; Skilled
Trades; Other

Undecided Undecided
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Father's Occupation

Collapsed Category Item Response Alternatives

Artist (including Performer) Actor or Entertainer; Artist; Inter-
ior Decorator; Musician; Writer or
Journalist

Businessman Accountant or Actuary; Business Ex-
ecutive; Business Owner or Proprie-
tor; Business Salesman or Buyer

Clergyman Clergyman; Clergy (other religious)

College Teacher. College Teacher

Doctor (M.D. or D.D.S.) Dentist (including orthodontist);
Physician

Educator (secondary) School Counselor; School Principal
or Superintendent; Teacher (secondary)

Elementary Teacher Teacher (elementary)

Engineer Engineer

Farmer or Forester' Conservationist or Forester; Farmer
or Rancher

Health Professional Dietician or Home Economist; Lab
Technician or Hygienist; Optometrist;
Pharmacist; Therapist; Veterinarian

Lawyer Lawyer (attorney)

Military Career Military Service (career)

Research Scientist Scientific Researcher

Skilled Worker Skilled Trades

Semi-skilled Worker

Unskilled Worker

Unemployed

Other

Semi-skilled Worker

Laborer (unskilled)

Unemployed

Architect; Business (clerical);
Clinical Psychologist; Computer Pro-
grammer; Foreign Service Worker;
Housewife; Interpreter; Law En-
forcement Officer; Nurse; Social
Worker; Statistician; Other Occu-
pation
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Appendix D

Construction of a Race Item in the CIRP*

In CIRP surveys through 1968, a "standard" race item was employed.

Specifically, it read:

What is your racial background? (Mark one)

0 Caucasian
0 Negro
0 American Indian
3 Oriental
0 Other

When the returns from the 1968 CIRP survey were examined, it was found that

some black college freshmen objected to the term "Negro;" many had crossed

out this term and written in either "black" or "Afro-American" next to their

deletion. Some had simply checked the "other" category and added "black" or

"Afro-American" by way of clarification. In total, about 5 percent of the

1968 respondents had checked the "other" category, a proportion that seemed

unusually high even when one allows for certain ambiguities about racial

identity that may result from a student's coming from a mixed background (as

would often be the case, for instance, with Hawaiian students). A spot

check indicated that many of the freshmen who defined their racial background

as "other" were blacks who vigorously objected to the term "Negro," which

for many has come to symbolize the cultural and historical white racism of

this country.
1

This impression was confirmed by a further empirical analysis

This appendix is a condensed version of a paper to be published later
in 1972 in The Public Opinion Quarterly.

1
Objection to the term "Negro," manifested by selecting the response

category "other," appears to be an historically recent occurrence, during
the mid-1960s. Of 1961 college seniors, one percent reported their race as
"other," three percent as "Negro" (see Davis, 1964, 1965). Fichter (1967)
reports that under one percent (0.6 percent) of the 1964 senior class in
predominantly Negro institutions indicated they were "other races." In the
1966 CIRP only 3.0 percent of all freshmen, and 1.0 percent of those entering
predominantly Negro institutions, reported their race as "other" (Astin,
Panos, and Creager, 1967a, 1967b). Only two years later, in the 1968 CIRP,
the identical question yielded 5.1 percent of all freshmen, and 2.5 percent
of those enrolling in predominantly Negro schools, indicating their race as
"other" (Creager, Astin, Boruch, and Bayer, 1968).
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of the responses of students enrolled in predominantly Negro institutions:

Of those who did not check "Negro," more than two-fifths (43.5 percent)

checked "other" (Bayer and Boruch, 1969: 12).

Still another anomaly was detected: Several times the expected propor-

/
tion of students enrolling in college in 1968 had checked the response cate-

gory "American Indian." It was hypothesized that many of these respondents

were white students unfamiliar with the term "Caucasian;" "American Indian"

may have seemed to them the closest appropriate category. This hypothesis

suggested itself from the findings of an earlier unpublished survey spon-

sored by the U.S. Office of Education in which the response category "white"

(or "Caucasian") was deliberately excluded. In this Office of Education

survey, it was assumed that the majority white students, being offered no

appropriate response category, would check "other." Instead, a sizeable

proportion of college students in several large eastern institutions checked

"American Indian." Perhaps many white respondents were so accustomed to

having an appropriate precoded response category to check that they did not

view "other" as an appropriate alternative. They knew they were Americans,

and thus the category "American Indian" seemed most suitable to them.
2

It seems logical that something of the same confusion occurred in CIRP.

Proportional distributions of "American Indians," based on the tabular data

from the returns with the standard item, supported such a hypothesis. In

the two-year colleges, where students are perhaps less likely to be familiar

with the term "Caucasian" than are their more culturally advantaged and

brighter (on the average) counterparts enrolling in senior colleges,

2
In personal correspondence (dated August 10, 1971, to the author),

Tobia Bressler, Chief of the Ethnic Origins Statistics Branch of the U.S
Bureau of the Census, notes that ". . . there is a tendency for a portion of
the population to select any origin label having 'American' in it." She
further notes that about three percent of a 1966 pretest sample for the 1970
census wrote in "American" to the question on racial-ethnic origin. See
also U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1967.
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proportionately more sJtudents checked either "American Indian" or "other."

In senior colleges, 0.4 percent of entering freshmen responded "American

Indian," as opposed to 1.2 percent of those entering junior colleges.

Fully 8 percent of junior college entrants indicated "other," as against

3.9 percent of senior college entrants (Creager, Astin, Boruch, and Bayer,

1968).

The Effects of Item Revision

To correct for misreporting attributable to these hypothesized diffi-

culties,the race item in the 1969 CIRP freshman survey was restructured

as follows:
3

What is your racial background? (Mark one)

0 White/Caucasian
0 Black/Negro/Afro-American
0 American Indian
0 Oriental
0 Other

Table D1 compares the national normative estimates of the racial composi-

tion of entering freshmen in 1968, who responded to the standard item,with

those for entering freshmen in 1969, who responded to the revised item. The

results were precisely as expected. Between 1968 and 1969, the proportion

of blacks and of Orientals increased (possibly because of real changes in

the population as well as artifactual changes due to the revised item for-

mat). However, the proportion of freshman students who indicated they were

white also increased as a result of marked decreases in the proportion of

students checking either "American Indian" or "other;" indeed, the latter

dropped to one-fifth of what it had been in 1968. The proportion of students

who reported themselves as American Indians decreased by more than half

3
In subsequent CIRP surveys, the stem was changed to avoid emphasizing

that the item requested information on race. Thus, instead of "What is your
racial background?" the stem was "Are You:" followed by a list of the re-
sponse categories.

64



Table D1

Distribution of Responses to Standard and Revised
Versions of a Race Item: 1968 and 1969 National Normative Data

Standard Item
Wording (1968)

1968
Survey

1969

Survey
Revised Item

Wording (1969)

What is your racial
background? (Mark One)

(Percentages) What is your racial
background? (Mark One)

Caucasian 87.3 90.9 White/Caucasian

Negro 5.8 6.0 Black/Negro/
Afro-American

American Indian 0.7 0.3 American Indian

Oriental 1.1 1.7 Oriental

Other 5.1 1.1 Other

SOURCES: Creager, Astin, Boruch, and Bayer (1968: 38)
Boruch, Bayer, and Drew (1969: 38).

and Creager, Astin,
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and, as hypothesized, the largest proportionate decreases between the 1968

and 1969 data were observed among those students enrolling in junior colleges.

Clearly, most of the "reporting error" could be attributed to white students

who did not know the definition of the term "Caucasian" and had therefore

checked either "American Indian" or, more frequently, "other."

A Test of Objections to the Revised Item

Inasmuch as spot checks of the responses to the standard item in the

1968 CIRP survey indicated that some students had strong reservations about

the term "Negro" (usually manifested by their crossing out the word and

substituting a preferred term), a check of such objections on the 1969 re-

vised item was built into the optical scanning phase of reading and coding

the returns. Specifically, additional response codes were developed for

the students who had crossed out "Negro" in the category "Black/Negro/

Afro-American." Only 97 (0.037 percent) of the more than 260,000 freshman

college students had deleted the term: Of these, 86 (88.7 percent) still

checked that response category after the deletion; five checked "white/

Caucasian;" one checked "other;" and five did not respond. It would seem,

then, that very few blacks objected vigorously to having their racial back-

ground defined as "Black/Negro/Afro-American."

Reliability of the Revised Item

In December, 1969, it was possible to test further the reliability of

the race item in a followup study carried out as part of a collaborative

research program of the American Council on Education and the Carnegie

Commission on Higher. Education. As part of the larger collaborative project,

a subsample of CIRP students who had entered college in September of 1968

and of 1969 were selected for resurvey. The followup instrument contained

an alternative multiple-answer form of a race item:



By using this

dent to check

one), we were

Are
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you: (Mark all that apply)

0 White/Caucasian
0 Black/Negro/Afro-American
0 American Indian
0 Spanish- American /Mexican- American
0 Puerto-Rican
0 Oriental
0 None of these

alternate version (which, it should be noted, allows the stu-

all categories that apply rather than limiting him to just

able to compare the stability of response from the 1968 stan-

dard version with the stability of response from the 1969 revised version.

Table D2 shows how responses to the followup alternate version were re-

lated to the freshman responses to the 1968 standard version; Table D3

shows this same relationship for freshman responses to the 1969 revised

item. These responses proved to be, in general, highly stable for the

major racial groups.

Of those who checked "Caucasian" on the standard form, or "White/Caucasian"

on the revised form, 98 percent checked only the "White/Caucasian" response

in the followup. But, substantially more students who had checked only

"White/Caucasian" on the followup had checked "other" on the standard ver-

sion than on the revised version. In brief, the hypothesized conclusion

about the term "Caucasian" is again confirmed.

The responses of blacks were about equally stable. Approximately 92

percent of those who responded "Negro" on the standard item responded to

only the "Black/Negro/Afro-American" category on the followup; the com-

parable figure for the revised item is 94 percent. Again, however, fewer

of those who checked only this category on the followup had originally

responded "other" on the revised item.

Response to the "Oriental" category was slightly less stable than that

for blacks or whites and, again, was somewhat higher on the revised item.
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Of those who had responded "Oriental" to the standard item, 85 percent

checked only "Oriental" on the followup; for the revised item, approximately

91 percent were similarly consistent.

The reliability of the "American Indian" response is extremely low,

whatever the format of the item, although the revised item seems superior

to the standard one, primarily because the other response categories were

reworded. Of those who responded "American Indian" on the standard item,

only 6 percent checked only "American Indian" on the followup; fully two-

thirds responded with only "White/Caucasian," and 14 percent checked both

"American Indian" and "White/Caucasian." Of those responding "American

Indian" on the revised item, more than one-third (37 percent) responded with

only "American Indian" on the followup,and more than one-fourth responded

both "White/Caucasian" and "American Indian." The proportion who responded

only "White/Caucasian" on the followup dropped substantially to 15 percent.

On both the standard and revised versions, an additional 7 to 8 percent

made other multiple responses to the followup. In conclusion, none of the

three versions seem to define American Indians within a larger sample in a

way which is satisfactory for purposes of studying this subgroup.

Of those who responded "other" on the standard form, four-fifths (79

percent) indicated only "White/Caucasian" in the followup; with the revised

form, less than two-fifths (36 percent) indicated on the followup that

they were only "White/Caucasian." For the most part, the remaining students

who had checked "other" indicated that they were "Spanish-American/

Mexican-American" or some other combination of the racial-ethnic followup

response categories.

ke0
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Conclusion

Statisticians and behavioral scientists engaged in small-scale research

have for some time given attention to the problems of reliability and

measurement error. However, while survey researchers and opinion analysts

have not entirely ignored the subject, thorough consideration is typically

not given to these problems in large scale survey research. An example of

the need for attention to such matters is exemplified in the problems of the

construction of an item for self-report of race. First, there is the simple

definitional problem; for example, some respondents will not be familiar

with the term "Caucasian" and may respond with either "other" or, less fre-

quently, "American Indian." A second difficulty arises from the changing

connotation of terms; for example, the cultural implications of the term

"Negro" have changed dramatically in the last few years.

A third problem is that different respondents attach different meanings

to racial categories.
4

Apparently, a number of those who say that they

are of "other" racial backgrounds are actually whites with strong ethnic

identification (often Latin American), or, less frequently, with mixed

racial ancestry. Apparently, blacks of mixed ancestry have little diffi-

culty in responding to a forced-choice race item, however. Even when given

the opportunity in a multi-response race item, extremely few indicate that

they are of mixed ancestry, a finding that may be attributable to emerging

black identity or to the strong definition of "black" assigned by our

society, or both.

4
A current nonsignificant aspect of this problem for the research program

under consideration is in regard to the rejection by some individuals of any
less-than-universal racial identification, or an element of respondent face-
tiousness which would also produce multiple response to any racial/ethnic
item. Nevertheless, there is some indication of a possible growing trend in
such directions which should be recognized in future research endeavors, par-
ticularly in those survey programs which include bright young adult subjects
who are liberal or radical.
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In contrast, persons who are partly American Indian will often indicate

their mixed racial background when given the opportunity. Indeed, some

respondents will give their race as "American Indian" although they are

culturally defined as white. Apparently, Indian ancestry, even when several

generations in the past, is often a source of pride. Consequently, highly

unreliable results are obtained in regard to actual numbers of American

Indian participants in large-scale survey research.

In conclusion, semantic difficulties and cultural changes require con-

tinuing alterations in questions employed to identify a respondents' race

in survey research. Pride in one's heterogeneous racial background, and

individuals' confusion of ethnic and racial background, likewise contribute

to increased statistical unreliability from standard race items. As a

result of these considerations, the CIRP instrument which is currently used

phrases the item in the following way:

Are you: (Mark all that apply)

0 White/Caucasian
0 Black/Negro/Afro-American
0 American Indian
0 Oriental
0 Mexican American/Chicano
0 Puerto Rican-American
0 Other

This item, because it offers the respondent a chance to check more than

one response category, does of course make for some problems in data pro-

cessing. But the results of the 1969 followup and recent CIRP surveys of

college freshmen suggest that only a small proportion of respondents (about

2 to 4 percent of t,_udents) will check two or more categories.

Of course, the new CIRP item is no panacea, nor is it a "recommended"

form for all survey research. No ultimate "standard" wording can be de-

vised for a racial-ethnic item; much depends on the objectives of the
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research. Other ethnic categories may be required, tribal identity may be

essential for valid survey data on American Indians, and more reliable detail

on racial-ethnic ancestry might necessitate that the respondent indicate the

appropriate category for each parent (and perhaps, each of the four grand-

parents). Nevertheless, it is clear from the analyses reported here that

the more or less "standard" form of a racial-ethnic item which has been em-

ployed during past years should now be abandoned. At least, those attempting

to understand or use analytical results based on racial comparisons must be

aware of the possible effects of the way in which the response data were

gathered.



Appendix E

Characteristics of Selected Racial/Ethnic Groups
(Unweighted Distributions)
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Appendix E

In the 1971 CIRP survey, participating students were left free to

check as many of the seven categories of racial/ethnic identity as they

wished. While most checked only one category, the resulting percentage

distribution on this survey item consequently sums to somewhat over 100

percent. In the weighted normative tabulations based on the full sample

of 171,509 freshmen entering all 326 institutions, the following distri-

bution is reported (ACE, 1971: 39):

White/Caucasian 91.4%
Black/Negro/Afro-American 6.3%
American Indian 0.9%
Oriental 0.5%
Mexican-American/Chicano 1.1%
Puerto Rican-American 0.2%
Other 1.2%

Compared to other sources, these estimates of proportionate distri-

butions of minority enrollments tend to be relatively low. In a Higher

Education Panel (HEP) survey of administrators at a representative national

sample of 409 institutions, for example (Astin, Blandford, Mahn, 1972), an

estimated 9.0 percent of 1971 freshmen were reported to be black, and 4.2

percent were reported as "other minorities" (including Orientals, American

Indians, and Spanish-surnamed Americans). Comparisons of these two sets

of figures suggest some possible "head-count" underrepresentation of most

minorities
1

in the CIRP, perhaps due to slightly higher rates of non-

participation of minority students at many institutions participating in

the freshman survey. On the other hand, it is generally believed that

various pressures on institutional administrators may lead them to tend

to over-report minority enrollments in the HEP survey. Consequently,

the actual proportion of 1971 freshmen who are minority group members

probably lies between these two sets of estimates.

1
An exception is American Indians. See Appendix D.
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Inasmuch as the distribution of minorities is subject to error, and

the actual numbers of students in minority categories other than black

are too small to provide stable normative estimates, weights were not

applied to tabulations for Spanish-Americans, Orientals, and Native Ameri-

cans. However, unweighted distributions are provided in the following

pages, subject to the limitation that they are not generalizable beyond

those students from the 326 CIRP sample institutions who chose to parti-

cipate and returned a Student Information Form.

Of the 171,509 freshmen who participated in the 1971 CIRP, the actual

number designating selected racial/ethnic identities, by sex, is shown in

Table El. For comparative purposes, the unweighted distributions of all

blacks on file are also reported. Because of the difficulty with the

racial/ethnic item in respect to American Indians (see Appendix D), those

who designated this identity and no other are tabulated separately. In

all other cases, those who indicated any minority racial/ethnic category,

separately or in combination with others, are included in the tabulations

for each minority group which they checked.
2

2
Of course, those who checked both "Mexican-American/Chicano" and

"Puerto Rican-American" are counted only once in the total for all Spanish-
Americans. Consequently, the N for the latter is less than the sum of the
former in Table El.



Unweighted Distribution of Student Information Form Items for 1971

Freshman Participants Designating Selected

Racial-Ethnic Identities: Both Sexes



UNWEIGHTED DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENT INFORMATION FORM ITEMS FOR 1971

FRESHMEN PARTICIPANTS DESIGNATING SELECTED

RACIALETHNIC IDENTITIES: jlOTH SEXES

ITEM BLACK/NEGRO/
AFRO-AMERICAN

(N.13,509)

ORIENTAL

(N1,209)

SPANMU NATIVE AMERICAN

MEMCAN
AMERICAN/
CHICANO

(N- 1,218)

PUERTO
RICAN.

AMERICAN

(N -465)

TOTAL.
EITHER
OR BOTH

(N- 1,642)

AMERICAN
INDIAN
ONLY

(N -225)

AMERICAN
INDIAN
MIXED

(N- 1,261)

AGE BY DECEMBER 31. 1971
16 OR YOUNGER .2 .6 .1 .6 .2 .4 .417 7.7 7.6 3.4 5.4 3.9 3.1 6.018 64.7 60.6 52.3 61.3 54.6 60.0 72.219 18.2 18.7 30.9 22.5 29.0 23.6 16.020 3.4 6.1 7.3 5.0 6.6 4.9 2.221 1.0 2.7 1.6 .4 1.3 1.8 .622-25 2.8 2.8 3.5 3.7 3.5 3.6 1.426 Ok OLDER 2.0 .9 1.0 1.1 1.0 2.7 1.3

FATHER'S EDUCATION
GRAMMAR SCHOOL OR LESS 20.6 9.5 50.8 31.4 46.4 17.8 8.8SOME HIGH SCHOOL 28.2 13.9 18.9 21.8 19.9 27.2 15.5HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE 26.2 24.0 12.9 20.3 14.7 28.2 26.2SOME COLLEGE 11.5 13.5 7.3 7.6 7.1 13.1 17.1COLLEGE DEGREE 8.3 21.0 5.8 11.1 7.0 7.5 19.2 IPOSTGRADUATE DEGREE 5.2 18.1 4.4 7.8 4.8 6.1 13.2 00

LA
IMOTHER'S EDUCATION

GRAMMAR SCHOOL OR LESS 9.9 16.9 47.0 31.8 43.6 16.0 4.7SOME HIGH SCHOOL 28.0 10.6 21.4 19.6 21.3 24.4 15.0HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE 33.4 36.0 18.9 22.9 19.9 34.3 36.9SOME COLLEGE 13.7 14.5 7.3 11.1 7.8 16.4 21.1COLLEGE DEGREE 10.2 15.6 4.1 12.0 5.8 6.6 16.9POSTGRADUATE DEGREE 4.8 6.3 1.4 2.7 1.6 2.3 5.4
RACIAL BACKGROUND 11)

WHITE/CAUCASIAN 1.0 14.1 13.5 21.5 14.1 .0 89.1BLACK /NEGRO /AFRO - AMERICAN 100.0 4.7 3.5 9.5 3.3 .0 16.4AMERICAN INDIAN 1.5 3.9 5.3 9.0 4.4 100.0 100.0ORIENTAL .4 100.0 3.4 8.0 2.7 .0 3.7MEXICAN- AMERICAN /CHICANO .3 3.4 100.0 8.8 74.2 .0 5.1PUERTO RICAN-AMERICAN .3 3.1 3.4 100.0 28.3 .0 3.3OTHER .7 5.0 3.5 10.1 3.5 .0 17.6
ESTIMATED PARENTAL INCOME

LESS THAN 54.000 22.9 10.8 24.8 18.4 23.1 26.3 7.0$4.000 - 55.999 19.5 9.6 19.9 21.2 20.6 12.7 7.7$6.000 - $7.999 15.8 10.5 15.0 17.9 15.9 17.1 10.3S8,000 - 59.999 12.1 11.2 12.7 9.9 12.1 7.8 10.7$10,000 - S12.499 10.7 14.2 11.5 8.5 10.8 10.2 15.7512,500 - 514.999 6.8 9.1 5.3 7.8 6.0 8.8 13.1515,000 - $19.999 6.1 12.8 4.7 5,4 4.7 7.8 15.1$20,000 - S24.999 2.9 9,4 2.5 3.8 2.5 3.4 8.2$25,000 - $29.999 1.3 4.3 .9 2.6 1.3 2.9 3.6$30,000 - S34,999 .8 2.0 .6 1.5 .9 .0 3.1535,000 - $39,999 .4 1.5 .2 .5 .3 .0 1.2$40.000 OR MORE .8 4.6 1.9 2.6 1.9 2.9 4.3
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